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The SPEAKER took the Chair at ¢.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION—MR. ROBIN.
SON AND LAND ACT AMENDMENT
BILL,

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [4.33]: I ask
leave td make a personal explenation in con-
neetion with the statements made in regard
to mysclt yesterday afternoon by the leader
of the Opposition. I was net in the House
yosterday afternoon, and did not know what
the leader of the Opposition had said until
I read it in the newspaper this morning, T
did Teply on the Lend Act Amendment Bill,
but T was not aware that he had made a.
personal charge against myself, The charge
amounts to the faet that I was interested in
putting a Bill through the House because I
was connceted with certain pastoral leases,
and also by vcason of the fact that my firm
acted as solicitors for Mr, Buteher. I wish
to say first of all that T have no interest in
any posteral lease in Western Awustralia, and
never have had.

Hon, 1*. Collier:
had.

Mr. ROBINSON: There was an inference
to that effeet. Further, no one connected with
me has any interest in any pastoral lease.
Thirdly, neither I, my firm, nor any member
of it, has ever acted for Mr, Butcher, Tlhere
is a further inference in connection with
companies that have been formed from time
to time in econneetion with that Statate. If
the hon. member wants to know who the
solicitors are in conneetion with the flota-
tion of those companies, a scarch in the
Campanies’ Office at the Supreme Court will
diselosa their names to him,

T @34 not assert that vou

Hou. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.35]: In
explanation of the incident, may I say that
however the report in the Press appears, T
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think that these hon. members whe were pre-
sent in the Houmse when I spoke will bear
me out when I say that no charge against
the hon. member was made by me, and that
no inference to that effect can he drawn from
my remarks, nor did I suggest that the hon.
member wag in any way himgelf interested in
pastoral leases, I did say that T believed,
or that I understood, that the hon. member’s
firm were solicitors for Mr. Butcher. Now
that he has stated that I was ingerrect, I
wish to say that I am very sorry I made the
statement. T was under the impression, and
had been informed that it was so, that this
was the case, and I regret having made that
agsertion. No other inference regarding the
hon. member did I make in my remarka,

Mr. Robinson: I thank the hon. member.

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT,
INSPECTION OF RATLWAY SYSTEM.

Mr, JONES (for Mr. Willeock) asked the
Attorney General: 1, On whose authority was
the Solicitor Gemeral asked for an opinion
respecting the right of any member of the
Arbitration Court to inspect any portion of
the State railway system in connection with
the hearing of a case before the court? 2, Is
he aware that interference with the right of
the workera® representative fo inspect what
he degmed necessary to sce may have easily
led to serious industrial trouble?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,
Mr. Alcock, representing the Commissioner
of Railways, asked the Solicitor General for
an opinion on the interpretation of Section
67 of the Industrial Arbitration Aect. No
ministerial anthority was sought or necessary.
2, No. If tho workers’ representative had
(anmphcd with the promsuons of the Act, Sec-
tion 66 (Subscctions xii,, xiii,, ond xiv. ) and
Secton 67, and had obtained a direction from
the Court as provided by the Aet, no diffi-
culty would have arisen. I understand no
snch direction was: obtained, and conse-
quently there was no interference with the
right of the workers’ representative.

QUESTION—RATLWAY  ARBITRATION
CARE.
Payment to Mr. Aleock.

Mr. JONES (for Mr. Willcock) asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, What remunera-
tion has Mr, W, W, Alcock received as Arbi-
tration Conrt agent for the Commissioner
of Railways since 1st May, 1919¢ 2, On
what basis was he paid? 3, What amount
was paid on acconnt of officers of the Rail-
way Department detailed to assist Mr. Al-
eock in connection with the reeent arbitra-
tion ease between the Commissioner of Rail-
ways and the various unions?

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS re.
Mied: I, From 1st May, 1919; to 31st Oecto-
her, 1919, £246 15s. 2, £3 3s. per day, ox-
cept that for the first day in Conrt he re-
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ceived £5 5s. per day and for the next four
days £4 4s. per day. 3, Officers of the de-
partment were paid their ordinary salaries
and received no sgpecial payment.

QUESTION—STATE TRADING CON-
CERNS.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Minister for
Works: As the sale of the State Sawmills
has not been effected, is it his intention to
recgive and consider offers for the purchase
of the sawmnills or any of the State enter-
prises in the future?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Tf offers for purchase are received, they must
be considered and reported to Parliament.

QUESTION—PARLTAMENTARY
OFFICIALS, SALARIES.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Premier: 1,
SBecing that he has supported the members
of the Assembly in increasing their own
salaries, chicfly for the reason of the high
cost of living, has he considered, for the
same reasen, the need of increasing the
salaries of the Parliamentary officials? 2,
If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, The in-
erease in payment of members was sup-
ported because the salary provided is in-
adeguate owing to the unaveoidable dedue-
tions due to expenses entailed by members’
duties, which leaves a small amount to live
upon, The hon. gentleman presumakbly sup-
ported this payment because he neither spoke
nor voted ngainst the Bill, Increases to
Parliamentary officers is a wmatter for the
congideration of the House Committee.

QUESTION—CONSTITUTILON ACT
AMENDMENT BILL, DIVISION.

Mr. HARNDWICK (without notiee) asked
the Speaker: 1, Did the House divide onm
the occasion of the passing of the third
reading of the Constitution Aet Amend-
ment Bill No. 3, on Priday, 21st November?
2, If so, why is the division not recorded in
the ‘“Votes and Proceedings’ and in
‘‘Hansard’’?

Mr. SPEAKER replied: T camnot say the
exaet dale on which the vote was tuken, but
I do remember that before putting the ques-
tion to the Houvse I pointed out to hon.
members that it necoded an absolute majoriky
of members to carry the second and third
reading of a Bill to amend the constitution.
1 put the question and there was one ‘*No.'!
I then stated, in view of the fact that this
question needecdd an  abselute majority to

carry it, I would divide the House. I ac-
cordingly divided the House. I he-
lieve there were 32 members on my
right and two on my left. It was

unnecessary to appoint tellers to certify to
the division, and T declared the third read-
ing earricd by an absolute majority. I

| ASSEMBI.Y ,

think that majority was 32, whereas only
26 was neocessary. I cannot remember those
who made up the 32, but I do remember
the two membera who were on my lefts
They were the member for Murchison (Mr,
Holman), who called, ‘‘No,”’ and who re-
mained on my left, and the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Jones), who also remained
on my left. :

BILLS (7)—RETURNED FROM
THE COUNCIL.
I, Ajana-Geraldine Railway.
2, Band drift.
3, Wyaleatchem - Mt.
TLxtension.
4, Prices Regulation.
3, Zoological Gardens Act Amendment.
6, Presbyterian Church Aect Amendment,
7, Wickepin Racecourse.
Without amendment.

Marshall  Railway

Sitting suspended from 440 to [1.55 p.m.

BITL-—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Couneil’'s Amendment.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
went, which was now considered.

In Committee,

Mr, Stnbbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN:
ment is as follows:—

Add a clause te stand as Clause 5—
‘“Pastoral leases. 5. (1) After the com-
mencement of this Aet, no registered com-
pany, either local or foreigm, shall be en-
titled to become a lessee of a pastoral
lease under Part X. of the principal Act.
(2) After the 31st day of Deccmber, 1821,
no such company shall be entitled to hold
a pastoral lense under this part of the
Act. Provided nevertheless that this sec-
tion shall not apply {a) to any such com-
pany which was registered prior to or held
a pastoral lease or lcases on the 28th Ieb-
ruary, 1917, and a sharcholder therein shall
be decmed to be beneficially interested in
the land held under pastoral lease by that

company to the extent only of any aereage
proportionate to his intercst in the share
capital of the company; (b) to any sach
company which has declared its refusal to
pecept a new lease under Section 30 of the
Land Act Amendment Aet, 1917."’

The PREMIER: When we discussed this
clause the other night, it was gencrally
stated that the intention of the Act was
that no person should hold more than dne
million acres in any one division. Tt was
contended that men who held more than a
million acres had formed companies, and
transferred to sueh companies the balanee
of their heldings. One man who held
1,700,000 acres kept a million seres for him-

r
the Premier in

The Couneil’s amend-
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self and transferred the balance to a com-
pany, and the principal shareholder in the
ccmpany was the man who held the land
prior to the passing of the 1917 Act. Mem-
bers objected to that and the clause was
struck out of the Bill. T teid the Comumittee
I would enforce all the powers conferred
upon me by the Land Act between now and
next session, when an amending Bill would
be introduced. These powers are sufficient to
prevent any such happenings in the future.
This House agreed with me. I pointed out
how undesirable it was to amend the Act this
gession and to have to amend it again next
session. No matter how we amend the Act,
we damage security. While the intention of
Parliament will be given effect to, we should
have some regard for the fact that we can-
not year in and year out amend this Aect.
There are 240 million acres of pastoral leases
involved, and al dealings in pastoral leases
will be affected by the constant alterations.
T asked the Committee to agree to give time
to prepare a necessary amendment. We
brought one down and it was found to be not
perfect, and the House thought it better to
defer consideration till next session. An-

other place has made another amend-
ment  which  provides that no regis-
tered company shall be entitled to
become a lessee of a pastoral hold-

ing. Members there contend that no pastoral
land in this State should be worked by a
company. That is to say, all the pastoral
leases which have come into being sinee 1917
are to be wiped out, and no company in
future i3 to be registered. 1 do not know
how the Council propose that the companies
should dispose of their holdings. I doubt if
the Committee will agree to this proposal. We
want to have our land worked. If half a
dozen people with limited capital amalgamate
that capital in order that they may work a
lease of one million acres there is mothing to
prevent that, and there is every reason why
we should welcome such a company. I ecannot
understand how this ridiculous proposal ever
found favour in another place. In regard to
nastoral companies formed prior to the 28th
February, 1917, no great objection can be
taken to them. If a man held a one-tenth
share in onc million acres he wonld only hold
100,000 acres. The amendment is very im-
practicable, and I hope hon. members will re-
jeet it. I will introduce a Bill early next ses-
sion dealing with the whole matter. I agk
hon. membera to trust us to deal fairly by the
people and the State. The 1917 Aect provided,
amongst other things, that the rent was to be
assessed after classification of the holdings.
That classification will not be ready until this
lIouse meets again. The rent to be fixed will
be a fair rental for the land held. The im-
provement clauses are also fairly drastie. If
a man holds more than one million acres at
Present he must use it, and must pay its
value. Will hon. members say that no two
people are to combine and go upon a pastoral
lease in futuref I move — :

That the Council’s amendment be not
agreed to.
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“equately meet the situation.
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Hon, T. WALKER: Unless I hear better
arguments advanced than those put forward
by the Premier against the acceptance of the
Council’s amendment, I hope the Committee
will aecept it. I have no doubt as to the
good intentions of the Premier, and I believe
he is desirous of protecting the interests of
the State.

The Premier: This will not do it.

Hon, T. WALKER: It will do it until we
can more thoroughly prepare effective legis-
lation to deal with the situation. The Pre-
mier has asked us to aceept that which is not
a remedy, and to trust him that next session
he will bring down a measure which will ad-
The hon. mem-
ber may not be Premier next session. Many
things may prevent him from putting his
good intentions into practice and fulfilling
his promise. In the meantime thc Committee
must realise that large areas in the North-
West and in other parts of the State are
being gathered up by pastoral companies,
not altogether in the interests of Western
Anstralia or even of Australia’ American
competition is already in existence. America
is taking advantage of the position and en-
deavouring to secure a complete monopoly
over the meat supplies, It may be that be-
tween now and next session we might have
our best areas alienated.

The Premier: They are locked up.

Hon. T. WALKER: - Not neeessarily.
Companies may be formed to work them, and
these big areas can get into the hands of
combined companies, not Australian ecom-
panies or worked in the interests of Aus-
tralia, but directed by the Americans, who
are anxiona to gain complete control of the
markets of the world ns they affcet the sup-
ply of meat. We are in the presence of an
imminent danger, and I am anxious that we
should walk earefully and cautionsly about
legiglation of this deseription.

The Premier: You do not want to ron a
steam roller over everybody just because one
or two people are likely to de something.

Hon, T. WALEKER: No; but I want to
hear better arguments for allowing present
tendencies to continue unchecked. T am not
inventing some prospeetive bogey. Already
in Australin our pastoral areas arc becoming
the possessions of foreigners, if I may say
so—of pcople who owe no allegianee to the
Australian or the British flag. The Premier
cannot deny that already the oectopus is
spreading its tentacles over our North-West.
The hon, gentleman knows perfectly well that
American trusts are in our midst,

The Premier: I do not know it.

Hon, T. WALKER: In his calmer mo-
ments the Premier will admit his conseious-
ness of the existence here of those speculative
enterprises.

The Premier:
sire to get here.

Hon, T. WALKER: VYes; they are nib-
bling. We cannot make our safeguards too
strong to keep them out. I guestion whether
the rejection of this new clause would not

I will admit that they de-
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enable them to gain ground. The clause is
fmperative as a safeguard.

The Premier: I do not think it is.

Mr. Pilkingtor: If the octupus is here,
it can take out leases in the names of indi-
viduals just as well as in the name of 2 com-
pany. A company can hold a million acres
and an individual ¢an hold a million acres.

Hon. T. WALKER: Ezactly. I, as one
eontroling the meat supply, could hold gov-
erning shares in ‘‘A’’ company, and in
‘B’ company, and in ‘‘C’’ company, and
g0 on. That is the position which i8 to be
dreaded.

Mr. Pilkington: The octopus could take
up leases just as casily under the new clange.

Hon. T. Walker: I do not think so.

Mr, Pilkington: Will the new eclause go
further than the clause which we rejeeted?

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes. The clause
which was rejeeted did not cover nearly the
ground that this clause covers. I hope the
Committee will hesitate before rejecting the
Council’s amendment, Whichever course we
take, we aie admittedly doing something that
ts imperfect. We shall have to wait for
amending legislation in another session. Is
it better to do something now that may tend
to prevent the inroads of a foreign meat
monopoly ¥ .

The Premier: That is not the position,

Hon. T. WALKER: That is the danger
I daread. Or is it better to let mabters
proceed unchecked under the 1917 Aect, pend-
mg the introduetion of amending legislation
next session? 1In six months a great deal
can happen if the danger I fear is a real one.
The wise course is to accept the Couneil’s
amendment as something tentative, pending
the realisation of the Premier’s assurance
that next session he will place the matter he-
yond doubt by am amending Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The argu-
ment advanced by the member for Kanowna
is the expression of an earnest desire that
the present state of things shall not be al-
lowed to continue. Yesterday the Committee
was discusging Clavse 5, which related to
pastoral leases. That clause the member for
North-Fast Fremantle deseribed as  being
clearly expressed. But, although it was
quite clearly expressed, one c¢ould not as-
sume that necessarily there were not some
pitfalls in it, that necessarily there were no
eircomstances unprovided for which might
defeat the object of the clause, and that
necessarily  there  were no  eircumstances
which might make the provision a hardship
to certain individuals. The Committee agreed
that generally wpeaking, there was some
merit in that clawse. But a majority of the
Committee also agreed that at this late
period of ‘the zession it was not advisable to
introduce a clanse dealing with so important
a subject, because we had not time to con-
sider all the aspects of the ease and to pro-
vide safegnards against possible evasion and
posgible hardship. Hon. members will recol-
lect that when that objection was put for-
wardl by the leader of the Opposition, the
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Premier recognised the force of the argu-
ment that further time should he allowed
for consideration, especially as the I3ill had
only been circulated that afternoon. What
the Couneil’s amendment means t do wnot
know, Certainly the drafting of it is extra-
ordinary, and no onec would have sufficient
imagination even vagucly to forecast its ef-
feet. By whomsoever drafted, it is incom-
prehensible. Xt starts off by making the ex-
traordinary provision that no cumpany shall
Iiold pastoral land at all.  ‘I'he second sub-
clause is equally sweeping and unreason-
able in its effects, and then follow other sub-
clanges which are of very doubtful meaning
and uneertain effect. These facts, to my mind,
afford far stronger reason for throwing omt
the Council’s amendment at this stage, than
there was for deleting the original c¢lause
5 in this House. Possibly the Couneil’s
clavse may have some merits discoverable
on close scrutiny, and any such meritorious
features, if found, will be embodied in the
substantial measure to be submitted to Par-
liament next session. The member for Ka-
nowna, who recognises the danger of passing
legislation of this kind at the eleventh hour
and without proper consideration, puts for-
ward the plea that something must be done
in order to prevent the formation of further
pastoral companies; and I appreciate the
forec of his argument. The fact that noth-
ing has been done in that direetion is not
the fault of this Chamber but is due to the
attitude adepted by auother place, which re-
jeeted, practically without debate, an amend-
ment offered by the representative of the
Government in lieu of the new clause we are
now digeussing. The amendment merely
gives the Minister power which he has now,
and it is put forward more as an assurance
that the Government have a hona fide desire
to do what is best for the State in comnec-
tion with the administration of the Land
Aet. After the clear expression of opinion
which has been given Ly hon. members, there
can be Jittle doubt as to what Parlinment
desires; it desires that any additional en-
couragement which might be neeessary—T de
not say that it is—in order to induce the
Minister in charge to take full advantage
of the powers conferred on him by the Land
Act, should be given.

Mr. Johnston: He cannot stop the transfer
of shares in companies.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is de-
gired that something should be done to pre-
vent land being transferred in larger arcas
than was contemplated by the Act. After
the cxpressions of opinion whiech have been
given, the Minister can undounbtedly say, ‘1
am not going to approve of a transfer,’’
and there is no power on earth that can foree
a Minister of the Crown to do anything
which in the opinion of that Minister is not
in the hest intcrests of the State. The Min-
ister would be perfectly justified in saying,
and. I have no doubt ~wonld say, ‘‘This
transfer you are asking me to register is for
a company,’’ and the limit may not exceed
half a million acres. The Minister can say,
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after the discussion which has taken place
in Parlinment, that it is necessary for bim
to make further inquiries, and that he must
be supplied with the infarmation he wants
or he will refuse to register the transfer,
The Minister has the power under the Act
to refuse to approve of a transfer and that
power ecan be cxercised strietly, 'This un-
doubtedly will be done until we meet again
when we ean submit a measure which will
sattle this vexed question of pastoral lenses
once and for all. The amendment will cer-
tainly not have the effect of determining
this question. I venture to assert that if the
amendment were passed in ity present form
the only section of the community which
would benefit would be the profession to which
the mewber for Kanowni (Mr. Walker) and
T belong. We could discuss the subject for
hourg, and of course the community would
have to pay for it, but the ultimate benefit
to the State would be infinitesimal, Having
regard to the promise made by the Premier,
it would he hetter to go into this question
thoroughly during the recess and to bring
down a Bill next session to settle the whole
question. In the meantime it will be better
to leave the matter in the hands of the Min-
ister to exercise to the full the powers he
possesses. An  infinite  amount of lharm
might be done by the passing of an amend-
ment of this kind whieh wonld possibly affect
those companies that did possess rvights.

Mr, HARRISON: Has therc been any
company of returned soldiers formed since
the Act was passed in 1917, and has any
such eompany, if formed, acqnired over a
million acres? T understand the Government
arc encouraging returned men to eollectively
take wp pastoral areas. Shonld this amend.
ment be passed what will he the effect of it
on such companies?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am not
awarce of any body of soldiers having banded
themselves together to form a company to
take up n million acres of pastoral land.

Mr. Harrison: Will this amendment pre-
vent that?

he ATTORNEY GENERAL: What the
hon. membher suggests might be done, but T
do not think that a body of returned soldiors
wonld have sufficient business knowledge to
form themselves into a company of that kind
and then earry on the work of pastoralists,

Mr. Dilkington: Anyhow, they ronld not
flo it if they wanted to.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is se.

Mr. PICKERING: The amendment could
not have had the same consideration as that
submitter by the Government, and from what
we gather from the Premier, it will not meet
the purpose that the Legislative Council de-
gires to effcct. W would therefore be il
advised to aceept it without very maturc con-
gideration,

Mr., GRTFFITHS: It would be inadvis:
able for us to hastily pass an amendment of
thiz nature, particularly wher we remember
what happened on the previeus oecagion. I
am satisfied to aecept the assurance of the
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Premier that with the powers he already
possesses he will safeguard the position until
such time as something definite ean be sub-
mitted to comtrol the operations of those
trusts which we believe exist, and whose
ohject is to try to acquire the whole of the
food and meat supplies of the world. We
should be quite justified in rejecting the
amendment. I will opposge it.

Hon. T. WALKYER: I cannot guite under-
gtand the enthusiasm with which the motion
is reeeived by the Country party. Those
members are taking assurances which, al-
though well meant, are not law and do not
bind anybody. The Premier has promised us
that he will watch to the utmost,

The Premier: A good promise is better
than a bad clause.

Hon, T. WALKER: A good promise is
merely a promise, whilst this clause is not a
bad one, The Premier promised to wateh the
situation and carefvlly refuse to grant trans-
fers of pastoral areas umtil we have more
satisfactory legislation. If a company is
lawfully formed, the Minister must act
reasonably and eannot irrationally refuse a
transfer,

The Attorney General: A Minister of the
Crown cannot be compelled to give reasons,

Hon, T. WALKER: TIf he persistently rc-
fuses o transfer to a registered company
lawfully formed it will be irrational. What
the law anthorises must be carried out by
the person administering the law,

The Premier: Why has the Minister dis-
cretionary power?

Hon, T. WALKER: To enable the Minis.
ter to exercise that discretion which proteets-
the State and protects the law,

The Premier: This clause will require a lot
of protection.

" Hon, T, WALKER: The Premier is there
to administer the law, and not to stand in
its way.

The Premier; How would it work in the
case of a gold mining lease?

Hon, T. WALKER: That iy an entirely
different question., Even with the small com-
hines we have had in the Commonwealth the
prices of all ecommodities, particularly of
meat, have been inereased.

The Premier: Through want of shipping.

Hon, T, WALKER: No, not through that
alone, The hon, member knows there ia such
a thing as cornering supplies for the purpose
of keeping up prices. What will happen if
America gets her elaws on our pastoral
country

The Premier: She cannot.

Hon, T. WALKER: But she can. Her
agents arc here now. What will happen? Our
meat supplies will be sent wherever directed
by the combine, and our people will have to
pay higher prices for inferior classes of
meat. The amendment sent us from another
place is a more secure safeguard than the
mere promise of the Minister against the
dangers that threaten. I trust the Commit-
tee will acecept the amendment.
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[1 o’clock am.]

The PREMTIER: I do not think the hon.
member is justified in asking the Committee
to believe that companies are formed here to
control prices in the metropolitan area.
Meat has been available in the North-West
in large quantities during the last four years,
but ships have uot been available to bring it
down, That is the sole camuse of the high
prices we have had, One of the objeetions |
have te the amendment is that it provides
that no companies at all shall hold pastoral
lenses.

Hon. T, Walker:
different thing.

The PREMIER:
eompanies?

Hou, T. Walker: The timber
has been a curse to the country.

The PREMIER: There is o company of
worlkers with & mill, They have done a ot
of work and paid a lot of money in wages.
Mr. Lane Poole’s idea scems to be to make
people believe there is no timber in the eoun-
try and that only fools have handled the
timber in the past. Miller’s have been eut-
ting for the last 40 years and, according to
him, they know mnothing about it. Millar’s
have provided more employment amd have
been of far more value to the State than
a gold mining ecompany having itz offiee in
London. Yet the hon, member  contends
there should not be a vombination of persons
to develop pastoral property.

Hou, . Walker: Oue iz dealing with our
food supply which is vital.

(hir Tood supply is o
What about the timber

company

The PREMIER: And another with the
roof under which we live. The hon, membher
nced not fear for the food supply, No com-

pany could get its fingers on any Iarge zrea
of this State. A mouopuly to be snccessful
must get control of the lands of the Ntafe,
and no company would he permitted to et
posscsgion of large areas of country.

Mr. Johnston: They are getting pousses-
gion of stations in the North now,

The PREMIER: To which eompany docs
the hon, member refer?

Mr. Johnston: Rubin’s.

The PREMIER: Mr. Rubin made a lot
of money out of pearling and husmess gener-
ally and eleeted to put it into pastoral land.
He has not nsed his land to the detriment of
the State or the people. Ie has used it
fairly, openly and squarely as any other re.
spectable and desirable pastoral lesser. DBe-
cause he holds a million acres of land——

Mr. Johnston: More than a million, I
think.

The PREMIER: T «do not think gso, Ha
paid a good price for it. He is net a com-
pany; there are individuals with enough
money to take up large areas.

Hon. T. Walker: A single individual can-
not monopolise,

The PREMTEK: Does the hon. member
objeet to ten wen having a limited area?

Hon., T. Walker: It depenids on who they
are.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: What about ten mem-
bers of this House. What about the ‘‘Han-
aard’’ staflf or the clerks? Tt would be ridi-
culous tu say that a party of men shall not
put their money together te work our pas-
toral lands. No one man eould work the Kim-
berley eountry. 'The soldiers in partics of
ten or & dozen are taking up pastoral leases,
They have to go together to protect themselves
againgt the niggers. There are 40 million
acres of pastoral land around the freezing
works, Would the hon. member say there
should be ne combination of men to work
that area® 1t would be absurd. If the hon,
member asked the Committee to provide that
no Americair company or no company con-
trolled by the American meat trust should
take posscssion of pastornl leases, there
would be something in it, Lut to penalise our
own people because of a possible danger
would be cuite wrong. The Act needs to be
amended, but this is not the way te amend
it. I have hung up transfers which prob-
ably will not go thromgh. L propose to ex-
creise my power during the next six months
where the limit exceeds a million acres. The
Committee should consider the harm the
amendment will do.  We should noi for a
monent accept it.

Mr. TOANSTON: We have reached an
extraordinary position in regard to the limi-
tation of arcas to be held by pastoralists,
Members of hoth Houses practically agrec
thta something should be done and 75 per
eent. of them want it done to-day. 1 fail to
see why a satisfaetory amendment has not
been drafted sinee this measurc was intro-
dueed. The fact that the Government in-
troduced a clause shows that they recogmise
it i3 necessary something should be done, The
acceptance of the Government’s original
proposal would he better than nothing,
Members of another place with big intcrests
in the pastoral industry state that Ameri-
can companies are aequiring interests in the
North-West and have drafted these counter
propogals to proteet the public.

The Premier: You know jolly well that
is not the renson at all

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is the reasom
members in another place have given and
they are representative of the pastoral in-

dustry.

The Premier  There is nothing at all in
that,

Mr., JOHNSTON: The Covernment’s

original propesal commended itself to me.
Now we have a proposal originating in an-
other place. While T prefer the Premier’s
first propesal, T wovld sooner aeaept the
amendment of another place than do noth-
ing.
The Premicr:
ridiculons,

Mr. JOHNSTON:

Their proposal is  really

But it shows a desiro

.on the part of Parliament to meet a need for

reform which the Premier recognises,

The Premicr: That s not beeause there
are any monopolist companies here.

Mr, JOHNSTON: We cught to do some-
thing at onee. T fail to see why the Pre-
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mier and Attorney General could not have
deawn wp the necessary amendment to-day.
The day has been praetically wasted.

The Premier: I have not wasted the day.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The House has been
sugpended practically since 4.30,

The Premier: It would have been impos-
gible to draw up one glanse in the time,

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Attorney General
could have done it to our satisfaction in
that time. Instead of having a direet limi-
tation prescribed by law, we are asked to
accept the promisc of the Premier to scru-
tinise every application personaily,

Hon. T. Walker: He cannot arbitrarily
do that,

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 understand the Min-
igter cannot refuse a transfer if the lessee
has complied with the conditions,

The Premier: I can and have refused,
too.

Hon, T. Walker: You cannot arbitrarily
tefuse your consent to what the law permits.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I was under the im-
pression that, if the parties were bona fide
and the conditions had been eomplied with,
the permissive power became mandatory.
Even if the Minister is going to prevent an
aggregation of big areas by refusing trans-
fers, there is a greater danger in the possible
formation of more companies. If half a
dozen lawyer’s clerks requested a transfer
the Minister would grant it and, once a com-
pany is registered, there is no power to pre-
vent the controlling influence in that eom-
pany being transferred to o nominee of the
American meat trust,
eontrol the transfer of ghares within thege
companies when the companies are formed
I shall be pleased to hear from him. Unless
he can countrol the transfer of shares I think
the Government would be wise, either to
accert the amendment of the Council or some
amendment on lines framed by a sub-commit-
tee. T am loth to suggest calling in the
services of the member for Canning, who
helped us out of a difficulty in regard to pas-
toral interests on a previous occasion. When
he did so, and after using a great deal of
tact in getting many conflicting interests to-
gether and arriving at a compromise, he not
only got no thanks but found the task a very
ungrateful one. I suggest, however, that a
sub-committee consisting of the member for
Kanowna, the member for Canning, and the
Attorney General should be appointed to con-
sider this amendment and put it into proper
shape with a view to meeting the wishes of
another place. I suggest——

The Premier: I will not take any notice
of it,

Mr., JOHNSTON: Thiz committee could
deal with the question of putting on the
statute-book the desires expressed by the Gov-
ernment in the Bill as originally introdveed,
namely, to limit the area of pastoral leases
held by certain ¢orporations.

The PREMIER: I hope hon. members will

not listen to the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin. We have more than one way of hand-

If the Minister ean -
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ling thig situation. The pastoral leases have
to be classified and rents will have to be ad-
justed, and that will not be done within 12
months from now.

Mr, Pickering: You will not permit trana-
ferst

The PREMIER: Yes, within certain limits,
but not trausfers that I think wonid tend to
the aggregation of holdings. There are many
dangers which have to be met. We have to
meet the question of the eornering of meat,
and the taking of this article of food, which
ought to be used by our own people. That
situation has to be met by legislation. Thia
amendment of the Ceuncil will not rrotect us
in the slightest degree. It simply says that
our own people cannot come fogether and
work the land. I know the position c¢an be
safeguarded without this clause. We must
not tinker with the 240 million acres of land
that are held by a great number of people,
and whose securities are affected every time
we have such a discussion as this, Something
will have to be done, and something will
be done, but I hope the Committee will re-
fuse to accept this amendment.

Mr. LUTEY: T regret that the Government
did not carry their original clause, It was
clear and acceptable to most of us. Doubts,
however, were created by the legal members
of this Chamber and it was thrown out. The
father of this amendment was Mr. Holmes,
a man interested in pastoral areas snd one
who must know what he is talking about.
Whether the amendment will meet the situ-
ation or not I do not know, but T think the
sugpestion of the member for Williams-Narro-
gin, that a sub-eommittee of this House be
‘appointed to draft another amendment which
would be acceptable to both Houses, might be
the hest way of dealing with the situvation,
There is a danger from the Ameriean meat
trusts. I am informed that there are agents
in Western Australia representing Vestey
Bros. and others. Whether the Premier can
gafegnard the interests of the State by not
granting leases to these people remains to be
scen. Such people would probably have dum-
mies, and would be able to hide their trans-
actions. )

The Premier: We will legislate so that
they shall not have their leases, but in this
case it is our own people who will be affected.

Mr. LUTEY: I regret that the Govern-
ment did not stick to the clause as it was
originally introduced. The Returned Soldiers’
Association have distributed a pamphlet
urging that 20 million acres of pastoral land
should be made available in the Murchison
distriet to be cut wp into 1,000 stations of
20,000 aeres for returned soldiers. They
gtate that each of these stations would carry
1,100 to 1,200 ewes, and that the income re-
sulting from lambs and wool would amount
to £600 or £300 per annum, The association
complain that the farms on whieh soldiers are
being settled eost them an average of £2 14g,
per acre, on the basis of which price the sol-
diers will find it almost impossible to succeed.
I hope that even at this late hour something
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will be done to put the Council’s clause into
proper shape,

Hon. T, WALKER: I have listened to the
debate in the hope of discavering some solid
reason for helping the Government to reject
the new clause, but I have heard none. The
necd for amendment of the Act has been ob-
vious since 1917, and the Attorney General
must be conseious of the imperfections and
dangers of the measure. Ministors admit
there is a gap in this Bill, but they are will-
ing to leave the hixtus for six months, when
they say they will give the publie the protec-
tion that is needed. We trust Ministers as
honourable men, but the road to hell is paved
with good intentions, and we always prefer
the written word to the spolen. Sinece the
Government’s clause was withdrawn the other
night, has not the Attorney General had op-
portunity, with the assistance of the Parlia-
mentary draftsman, to frame a clause that
will meet the situation? The Council’s
amendment at all events i3 an honest attompt
to deal with the diffieulty. I want to expose
the sophism of the Premier when he ridieuled
the idea of companies not being able to ef-
fectively work the land. We koow well that
companics do not get hold of land for work-
ing purposes; it is the product of the land
that thcy want to manipulate and manage.
Companies are formed to take the proceeds.
We know what these companies mean when
they get hold of the sheep and eattle supplies
of the world. They manipulate the meat sup-
ply of the world and become a menace to the
world ‘s welfare,

Mr. HOLMAN: T cannot understand why
this amendment was sent down; I have never
before heard of an amendment the object of
which was to prevent any company, local or
foreign, from becoming a lessee of the lands
of the State. Why has this been done? Do
tligse who were responsible for the amend-
ment require a monopoly of the land for
themselves? Tt is my intention to oppose the
amendment sent to us by another place. We
should encourage local syndicates ‘or
companies to take up land in West-
ern  Australin, If we attempt to de-
stroy these companies we destroy our-
selves. If it is desired to prevent
people like Vesteys getting a hold in the
State, I am out to assist, but in the amend-
ment before us there seemas to he a veiled
motive behind it, and I would like to know
what it is. I agree with the Government in
opposing the amendment. I am pleased to
know they have taken a firm stand. Why
should we. prevent any section of the people
from taking up pastoral lands?

[2 o’clock a.m.]

The Honorary Minister: To follow it to its
logical eonelusion we must break wp all com-
panies.

Mr. HOLMAN: The amendment containg
an incredible proposition. I should like to
see all pastoral lands taken up and used to
their full eapacity. This can wever come
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about without the formation of small loeal
companies. I canmot uwnderstand why we
should be asked to penalise small companies
formed since 1917, No individual returned
soldier ean hope to take up pastoral land and
stock it; but, banded together in companies,
the soldiers could do it with most successful
resnlts.  Ag showing what the individual sol-
dier would be up against, let us consider what
the very fences would cost.

Mr., Johnaton: Over £80 a mile in the
South-West. |

Mr. HOLMAN: What chanee would an in-
dividual soldier have of building a ring
fence round half a million acres at such a
price, to say nothing of his dividing fences?
I am told that an hon. member proposes to
move a modification on the Council’s amend-
ment, I shall wait until I hear it beforse T
say whether or not I will support it. But it
is my intention to oppose the amendment
sent from another place.

Mr. ROCKE: It is generally agreed that

_the amendment from another plaece is ex-

tremely dangerons. I move a modification on
the Couneil’s amendment—

That all the words after ‘¢ Act’’ in line
1 be struck out and the following imserted
in liew:—¢(1) Notwithstanding anything
contained in the principal Act, or in any
Act amending the same, the Minister may
in his absolute discretion refuse to ap-
prove of the transfer of any Crown lands
under Part X of the principal Act te any
company incorporated after the passing of
this Act.,” (2) For the purpose of this sec-
tion the Minister may require any diree-
tor, shareholder or officer of any sueh
eampany to make one or meo'e statutory
declarations containing such information
as the Minister decms necessary to cnable
the Minister to execrcise his discretion as
aforesaid.’”’

This modifieation will overcome a very ob-

vious difficulty. Under it the Minis-
ter will he given full econtrol and if
a  director or  shareholder does not
supply him with sufficient information

he will have power to call uwpon any officer
of the company to supply him with any in-
formation he may deem necessary.

Mr, PICKERING: T am of opinion that
these hastily considered amendments are not
likely to ensurc sound legislation. f‘Han-
gard’’ shows that the Minister for Lands,
in moving the seeond reading of the Bill of
1917, said—

Prior to the year 1898 all the land laws
of Western Australia  were provided by
regulation, except as regards the granting
of homestead leases, for which there was
an Act. In 1808 the first Land Aect 'was
introduced intv the Parliamcnt of this
State by the late Hon. G. Throssell, as
Minister for Lands. Since that date there
have heen ten amending Acts, Thus, we
now have, besides the principal Aet, no
less than ten measures dealing with the
questions of land settiement and land ten-
ure. That fact makes it highly diffienlt
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in thesec days to follow a Bill amending

the preceding Acts.
There has Leen a great deal of land legisla-
tion in this State, and the more hastily we
deal with this legislation the more occasion
will there be for amending it later. I
think the modification of the amendment is
very arbitrary indeed. It gives the Minister
a great denl of power. Still it will go a long
way towards meeting the objections raised
by the member for Williams-Narrogin. Tt
is my sincerc desire that the utmost protee-
tion should be afforded in respect of any-
thing this State is capable of produoeing.
The interests of the Empire should be safe-
guarded, 1f there is a choice between the
two evils, I prefer the amendment as modi-
fied by the member for South Fremautle.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Could not the modifiea-
tion be carried a little further? It will
mect objections in regard to the transfer of
land, but the crux of the matter is the trans-
fer of shares in pastoral companies after
they have hbeen vegistered. Tf a number of
companies are formed, there is nothing to
prevent the shares in those several ecinpanies
passing into the hands of the American meat
trunst.  If the same declarations were re-
quired, the Goverment would have absolute
control over the monopolies to which so much
veference has been made in another plaee.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It would
not be easy to draft an amendment now to
meet all the difficalties which might arise.
I think an amendment of the Companies Aet
would be mneceessary ‘because, under the Com-
panies Act, all shares are transferable. I
am not prepared to draft an amendment of
thig nature af the moment. It would not be
fair to thc Honse or to the publiec. Tf we
give the Minister the power, that is the best
way to meet the difficulty at present.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I protest against deal-
ing with the amendment at this hour of the
morning. Members are not sufficiently clear-
headed to see all the pitfalls. I very much
mistrust the action of the gentleman who is
the father of the Council’s amendment. In
1917 I voted in the gmall hours of the morn-
ing for a thing I have regretted ever since.

Amendment put aod passed; the Council’s
amendment as amended agreed to.

[ The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Counceil.

Sitting suspended from 225 to 3.40 am.

BILI—LAND ACT AMENDMENT,
Council’s Message.

Megsage received from the Counecil noti-
fying that it had agreed to the medifications
mde by the Assembly,
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BILLS (3)—RETURNED TFROM
THE COUNCIL.

1, Appropriation,

2, Loan, £3,339,000,

3, Parliamentary Allowances Act Amend-
ment.

Without amendment.

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE
SESSION.

Complimentary Remarks,

The PEEMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [3.42 a.m.]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
antil the 3rd Januvary, 1920,

Before we part may I congratulate you,
Sir, on the work of the session. I suppose
there never has been a session where mem-
bers have devoted themselves so whole-
heartedly to the work and business of the
House. We have met for over four montbs,
and during the whole of that time we were
engaged in earnest attention to the business
brought before us, We have passed a record
wumber of Bills, and in many ways the
session has been & record. The work of the
House has been pleasant, after we got rid
of the first no-confidlence motion, by which
we also established a record, therc being
ouly two speeches, one on the other side of
the IIowse, onme on this side, and then the
vote. I am grateful to the 35 members
gitting on this side of the Howse, and to the
15 gitting on the other side of the House.

OF

The session has been a hard-working
one, but the work has Deen pleas-
ant. Everyone has been perfectly
friendly and thelpful, and has done

his level best in the interests of the country.
I want to offer my thanks to the officers of
the House, the Clerks, and the members of
the ‘“Hansard’’ staff, and the staff gener-
ally. We are approaching the festive season,
and before I sit down I wish you, Mr.
Speaker, the members of the House, and the
staff a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. .

Hou. T. WALEKER (Kanowna) [8.45]: In
the absence of the leader of the Opposition,
and in the absence of the memher for North-
fiast Fremantle (Mr, Angwin) through a sad
bereavement which I very much 'regret, and
feel that every member in the Homse will
also vegret, T desire to say a few words.
I deem it my duty to echo the sentiments
expressed by the Premier to you, Sir, at
this approaching season of festivity, and in
grateful recognition of all the manifold
kindnesses which have been offered by you
not only to members on the Government side
of the House but on this side of the House,
as well as to the clerks and mcssengors, and
the officers of this Assembly. After a long
acquaintanee with you, having been asse-
ciated with you when you were, a3 I may
say, in genuine harpess, and having a dis-
tinet recollection tingling in my cars to-
night of the time when this Chamber re-
sounded with the high flights of your natural
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oratory, I see you now as the guardian of
our liberties, preserver of our rights and the
first commoner in the land, which is a fitting
climax to n long and pleasant association
with you, Sir, within the preecincts of these
halls., I sometimes wonder if the old times
or these times arc better. There was a time
when every member taking his seat in the
House had a preliminary thrill of expecta-
tion of what was going to happen before
the night was over, and when these galleries
were filled by persons showing their interest
in the doings of and the speeches by their
representatives here. We have had nothing
but kiudly feelings shown throughout the
session which has just closed, I do not
know whether it augurs for good altogether.
I am one of those who firmly believes in the
contest of thought by which the edge of
wisdom is brightened. It is not by rushing
Bills through the House that the country
can advance and improve. I say this without
any refleetion upon the nature of the legisla-
tion of this scssion. I believe that if we can
gel the real gonuine spirit of earnestness in
our hearts, so that our tongue produces truly
what i8 in our hopes and desires for the bet-
terment of the land, the people at large wili
be more sympathetic to us. But ¥ am greatly
afraid that we are getting our instifutions
too machine-like, too lifeless, too formal,
lacking a good deal of that soul which ani-
mgted the past. I may be wrong in that.
It may be that I am ageing and looking to
the Arcadia of bygone days for the wishes
of my life. But certainly the good feeling
that has existed in all parts of the House
this session has been a genuine pleasure to
me. There may have been banter; there may
have been a few crossings of swords; there
may have heen a few words uttered that
for the moment have been like stings, but
they have left no wound. There is nothing
to make us feel sad or to regret our associa-
tion with each other. In that respect, the
past session has been one of the best. I
venture to say a good deal of that happy
result is due to you, Sir. Mr. Speaker, by
his large commonsense view of things, by his
knowledge of members, by his aptitude for
appreciating the strength and weakness alike
of hon. members, can create the very atmos-
phere of the Chamber in which he presides.
He ean so direet the business and proceed-
ings that they shall eventuate with the least
possible friction. T think that has heen ex-
emplified during the past session. As for
the officers of the House, no one conld wish
to be better served or more kindly and con-
siderately treated than we have been treated
by those gentlemen during the past session.
T hope our future relations will be as pleas.
ant, and T eche sincerely the wish that yon
and all coneerned in the management of this
great institution may have a genuinely Mer-
ry Christmas and a Happy New Year and
that you and all of them may he long pre-
served to continue your useful services to
your country and to preserve that (ignity
and high standing which a House represent-
ing the people should have.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, STUBBS (Wagin) [3.54]: May I ex-
press to you, 3ir, my best thanks for the great
assistance you have rendered to me in my en-
deavour to maintain my position ag Chairman
of Committees, and also my best thanks to
hon. members for the courtesy and kindness
they have extended to me during the session.
I venture to say that no more honourable
30 members- of Parliament could be banded
together in any part of the world. I say also
there is no hon. member in the Chamber who
eould not bave put mere money inte his
pocket Ly attending to his own private bus-
iness. I think this State is to be congratu-
lated on having a set of men who have sacri.
fieced so much in the interests of the State.
It has becn one of the most pleasant sessions
L bave had during 13 years in Parliament,
To the officers of the House I say I feel
sure that Western Australia is fortumate in
having such capable men to assist in the
conduct of the House. I wish you, Sir, and
your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [3.55]: I wish
tv support what the Premier and the mem.
ber for Kanowna (Mr, Welker) have said
in regard to youwrself, Sir, and the courtesy
you have shown, and to add my regrets to
those of the member for Kanowna in re-
speet of the bereavement which has over-
tiken the member for North-East IFremantle
(Mr. Angwin), We all recognise that the
member for North-East Fremantle is a solid,
earncst worker in the interests of the State,
and I wish to endorse the sympathy ex-
presaed with him by the member for Kan-
owna. I hope the State will reach that
prosperity which we all desire and I trust
the work of the session will make to that
end.

Mr. SPEAKER [3.56]: I thank you all
for the kindly sentiments you have expressed
regarding me, I do not know that I wholly
ileserve them. I could not preserve decorum
in this Chamiier unless I had your support.
Whatever I have done, in respect of parties,
I know nonc. I have cndeavoured to treat
all members on the same footing, If I have
failed in this, it is not my fault. I am
pleased to hear from what you have said
to-night that the decorum of the Chamber
has heen fully maintained. We have had
during the session less troubls in our Far-
liament than has been experienced in any
other Parliament of the Commenwenlth.
That has aot been wholly due to myself. It
is due largsly te hon. membera, who have
assisted me to ecarry out my duties as
Speaker, presiding over this august body.
I have done my best. I have tried to do
what I thought was the proper thing. I
am pleased to know from what I have heard
to-night that I have in a large degrec ae-
complished that. The member for Kanowna
(Mr. Walker) reminded me of a time some
vears ago. It brought back pleasant mem-
ories. However, in my position here aa
Speaker it dees not count. The day may
come when I shall be again on the floor of
the Flonse. If so, I hope I shall stand advo-
eating those prineiples which appeal to me.
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Althonghk perhaps my advocaey will be less
vigorous than it was in years gene by, still
1 will endeavour to do my hest in that par-
ticular. T thank those who have spoken for
theiv kindly remarks in regard not only to
ruyself but to the officers of the House for
the work they have done. We have had a
long aand strenuous session; we have eom-
pleted a very lavge volume of worl. I do
not think that in the history of the State so
large a volume of work has previously been
compressed into one session with so little
digeord. T hope the dignity of this Chamber
will be maintained always. Let me thank
the Chairman of Committees, the Clerks
of the Iouse, the members of the
““Hansard®’ staff and the wmessengers, to-
gether with the Sergeant at Arms, for the
efficieney with which they have carvied out
their duties, The Sergeant at Arms has a

2067

very hard row to hoe, Iortunately for him
he has not this scssion been called upou to
render any very strenunous service, I thank
hen. members for their econgratulations on
the little suceess 1 have been able to achieve,
and in this direetion I would say that this
weuld not have been possible but for the
assistance und support that I have received
from the officers of the louse. I hope hon.
members will enjoy the respite from their
Iabours and that they wiil return with fresh
vigonr and strength and be prepared at a
later date to give of their best for the con- -
stitueneies they represent. [ again thank
hon, members for their kind referonces to
myself, and I wish all the c¢ompliments of
the season,

House adjowrned at 4.8 am, (Saturdey).

Parliament was prorogued to the 17th Februavy, 1920, by Proclamation issued in
the Government Cazotte published on Friday, 19th Deccmber, 1919,
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